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CARIBOU COURIER

FLIGHT MECH'S ACT
SAVES A LIFE

Recently during a normal flight mission,

a C=7A Caribou crew assigned to the 535th
Tactical Airlift Scuadron, consisting of
Capt Harry G. Russell, Aircraft Commander,
2d Lt Stephen B. Emmett, Co-Pilot and SSgt
Larry E. Welty, Flight Engineer were flying
from Lam Son to Song Be (III Corps), Repub-
lic of Vietnam. At the time, due to weather
conditions, the aircraft had to fly at low
level, below clonds, which created 2 hazard
because of enemy personnel on the ground
who fire at aireraft whenever they can.

SSgt Welty was standing between the pilots
scanning for helicopter traffic as well as
enemy action on the ground, when automatic
small arms fire was heard being directed at
the aircraft. Upon hearing the firing, Sgt
Welty immediately left his position and
returned to the rear of the aircraft where
there were several ARVN personnel. Sgt
Welty noticed one of the passengers slumped
against the man next to him and the other
passengers near panic due to the firing and
their unfamiliarity of the aircraft being
flown so low.

Sergeant Welty immediately grabbed a First
Aid Kit and opened some compresses to apply
to the man's wounds. The passenger next i«
the wounded man was asked to sit down and
the wounded man was laid on his knee tc¢
help hold firm the compress on the woundsd
man's back while Sgt Welty held the com-
press on his chest. This also was used to
prevent shock in the patient.

At Song Be, the doctor directed the man
be taken to Phuoec Vinh which was the nearest
available hospital. He also advised the
Aircraft Commander, Captain Russell, that
the man was in critical condition. So again
the aircraft took off with the wounded man
and the two medics, still being assisted by
Sgt Welty.

The Army doctor and the medical techni-
cians at Phuoc Vinh praised Sgt Welty on his
cuick thinking and action which saved the
man's life until they could get him to the
hospital.

Sergeant Welty's action is typical of
unforseen incidents which tend to add vari-
ety in the day of 2 Caribou Crew. The quick
action of Serreant Welty was performed under
strain due to the language barrier, near
riotous passengers who were unfamilisr with
the procedures of the Flight Engineer and
low-level flight of the aircraft. These
problems are faced daily by the crews of the
Caribou and they have additional problems
whenever enemy action or ground fire is
encountered.

The action taken by Sergeant Welty was
without the aid of the pilots who were faced
with operational control of the aircraft.
Upon transporting the patient to the hospi-
tal, the pilots praised Sgt Welty for his
actions and ouick thinking.
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FLT MECH TOPS
1000 C-7A HOURS

S3S5gt Octave Williams; Fligutc Mechenic in
the 536th Tactical Airlift Secuadron, Vung
Tau, has just mastered the rare fest of
acauiring 1000 hours in the Caribou during
his tour of duty in Vietnam.

Sgt Williams tour of duty with the C-7A
has been one he c2n look back upon with
Jjustifiable pride. During his missions in
Vietnam his aircraft has received 33 hits.
Fortunately, his personnel injuries have
been limited to those from fragments of
flying glass and were not serious. Prior
to checking out as a Flight Mechanic, Sgt
Williams worked long hours on the line =s
a Crew Chief. This experience made him
doubly waluable as =2 Flight Mechsnic, ahle
to do maintenance trouhle-shooting =t
remote sites.

The 536th TAS is proud to call SSgt
Octave Williams one of its own. For his
professional performance and sirmanship
under combat conditions, Sgt Williams has
received the Air Medal and five Oak Leaf
Clusters.

LT COL.LARSON NEW
4571 COMMANDER

The ouiet and everpresent march of time
has brought to the 457th a new commander.
Col Henry 1. Glover handed over the reins
of the 457TAS to Lt Col Milo G. Larson of
Biloxi, Miss., in a Change of Command
ceremony in front of the 483 CAM mainte-
nance hangar.

Col Glover has been the commander of the
4L57TAS since its beginning on 1 Jan 1967
and was a member of the unit when it was
the Army's 134th Aviation Company in Can
Tho.

Col Glover returns to the CONIS to train
new crews at Seward AFR for the L483TAW,
His experience here will be of great value
to the new men bound for the 483rd and we
would like to add our best wishes to Col
Glover.

To Col Larson we bid welcome abocard. Col
Larson comes to the 457th from 2874 GEEIA
Sq at Ramstein Germany, =2nd we hope he will
enjoy his tenure at Cam Ranh Ray.

“ THERE , WHo SAB | COWDNT po
A SWAP ROLL IN CARIBou!”



IN THE 536tn

usST
ASK FOR COL. 'J ?

A new man rencrtine to the ?'s,, TAS is
apt to huve trovble getting streight on
his Sou=dron Commspder'!s nams

Ordinsrily the nzme of Tt Col Zweifel,
536th Commander, =aw11 not re difficuit te
remember. Hardly a non neme, =nd it

4

begins with "Z"; ;irﬁ somewhat

3 unccmmon.
But when you consider th-t the 536th has

another 1t Col hy the n=me of Zweizig,
Commsnder of Flight, vou car understand
the perplexion of the neﬂhﬂme“ *?vinr to
get 211 the names of his new associates
mentally filed in the right ol=ces,

About the time he thinks he has it
straightened out someone asks him if he

hes seen Col Z. Our friend rerlies "Ch,
you mean Col Zweifel" "No7", then he knows

No?
it must be Zweizie. . . ““u he's wrong,

the Col Z heings sourght was 1L Col Zimmer-
man, 536th Assistant Opns Officer.
In 2~ few davs our arrivee notes that Col

Zweizie is scheduled by Col Zimmerm=n to
fly with Col Zweifel and, lc =nd behold,
the Flirht Hechanic is Airman First Class
Zumbrun. . . truly a crew of "flying dutch-

men't,

The 536th TA3 has an impressive record.
Mo one can say they do not know their
business from to ZZ2727

45971 TAS GETS NEW
SQ. COMMANDER

Lt Col David P. Hopwocd assumed command
of the 453th Lact1Cf3 “irlift Souadron
Thursday, 24 August 1967, during a change
of comm~nd ceremony helé at Phu Cat AB,
RVN., It C¢l Hovwocod replaces It Col Edward
J. Thielen.

Lt Col Thielan icined the 22nd Aviation
Company at Cui Ihon cn 12 December 1966,
from the 135th Army fviation Companv,

g
When the 459th w=3 =2ctivated on 1 January
1967, he as~un orm=nd of the scusdron.

It Col Thielen, who names Milwankee,
Wisconsin his home, Tietnm to
join the 1002 Tns“FPtor Ceneral's Office
at Norton AFB, Californi=2. He trkes with
him the Trorze Star =nd his ist through
Lth Oak Teaf Clusters to the Air Medal
which he earned during this tour in SFA,
They go wel1 with the three Silver Stars
and four Distinguished Flying Crosses
awzrded him during WW II.

Other personnel receiving swards at the
ceremony were Lt Col Clsrence W, Griffith,
TSgt James 1., Touchton, 335gt Renjamin G.
Pimental, =2nd A1C Flden R. Sapp, who re-
ceived Air Medal; =2lso MSegt Lwvn Jowers
and A1C trtnv who received the Air
Force Commendzation Medal.
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458w LOOKS OVER
A RECORD YEAR

! is poine to te » difficult
tut I feel the 458th will he
the first onesz te tor it", commented 1.t Col
Robert Scudder, Ccmmander of the ,58T2S,
after "F Troor'" exnerienced the lowest num-
her of cancellations =nd delavs in the .23
TAY, for the month of August, and at the
some time flew 2 record number of hours.

hiring August the .58th chrolked up » re-
cord 1603 hours with no cancellations, only
34 delzys =nd 11 devistions. In deviations
"F Troop" was second lowest in the 'Ting.

It Col Scudder went on to say, "I want to
thonk the m~inten»ance 2nd flvine personnel
for this outstanding record which I believe
is the best ever achieved bv any Coribou
scuadron in Vietnam."

The orvhanspe of the village of T.2ng RBin,
for over a vear one of the =~id »roiects of
the 453th TAS, has become the obiect of
renewed efforts on beha1f of "F Troon'".

On Sertember 17 the first in » series of
hi-weeklv truck-loads of firewood w-s sent
to the Catholic ornhanace, The scap-wood
used for cookine nt Iang Rin, was collected
from ~round the h=se »nd is estimeted to he
saving the institution some 4000 nissters a
month.

Further, pl-ns are under wavy for = hot
dog rartv for the children =2t the orrhan=pe.
Among the m2nv new flving rersonnel =2s5-

signed recently to the .58TiS is Tt Col
Beacom P, Smith, who is presently rrenering
himself to =ssume duties 25 Oper=tions 0Offi-
cer for the smadron.

Lt Col Smith arrived =t Cam R=snh Rav on
September 11 zfter serving in Yeadouarters
PACAF Plans and =s Txecutive Cfficer, PACAF
Base (Command 2t Yickham 2FB,

Other officers who have recently t=ken
their plrces in "F Troon" are 1t Col Flvin
Sheffield, Capt Richard B, Sankev, Cant
David M. Rogers, Cant Harold G. O'Donovan,
Capt James A, McHollan, 1st 1.t John F. Mauss,
2d Tt Hugh W, ¥Nixon, 2d 1t Ch-rles W. Close,
2d Lt John L. Stuart and 24 It Darrel 7.
Cohoon.

'"This record

cne to be=t,

Y UH, CAPN SEveN,

You'LL FIND A
SLIGNT CHANGE ON YOUR MISSION

"

ITINERARY TODAY |



MAJ. LIBBY ASSUMES
CAM SQ. COMMAND

The 483 Consolidated Aircraft Maintensnce
Squadron, at Com Ranh Bay, welcomes Major
Kenneth N, Libby as the new Scuadren Com-
mander.

Major Libby comes here from 'right-Fatter-
son AFB, where he wes acting Teputy Comman-
der for Maintenance with the 2750th Air Base
Wing. He also performed duty as Chief
Cuality Control with the 2750th.

Of his 18 vears in the service, Majior
Libby can clzim 9 vears of maintenance ex-
perience. He is also rated =s a Command
Pilot and has 6,200 hours flying time.

Major Libby says, "With the high cuality
of personnel in our scuadron, I am confident
that we will maintain our high standard of
maintenance and establish even more records
of guality in the year to come."

BROTHERS MEET IN
Pl. AFTER Il YEARS

SSgt Alvin R. Bowser of the 483rd TAW
Material Control Secticn just recently re-
turned from R & R to Clark AFR, P.I. While
there he visited with his brother TSgt Harry
A. Rowser, of the 773rd Troop Carrier Sqg.
The two brothers hadn't seen each other for
s period of eleven years, prior to Sgt Alvin
R. Bowser's visit to the Philippines.

Sgt Rowser has two other brothers who are
presently serving with the USAF. They are
A1C Jemes H., Bowser, who is stationed at
MeGuire AFB, New Jersey and A1C Walter B.
Bowser who is stationed at Moron AB, Spain.
Two other brothers who have served with the
U.S. Armed Forces but are now honorably dis-
charged, are A1C Charles E. Fowser and PFC
Vernon L. Powser,

The Rowsers are =11 gradurtes of the IC
Norcem High School in Portsmouth, Virginia,
and are the sons of Mr & Mrs Harry A. Bow-
ser, of 2621 Portsmouth Blvd., Portsmouth,
Virginia.

Sgt Bowser left the 483rd for his new
assignment at Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico, in
September,

Y ’
WE MHAVE PAPER - WE GO SAGoN?

# 11k1n%, and A20C Fugene 7.,

239t NAMES AUG.
TOP CREW CHIEF

Lawrence ¥, Caine, A1C William A.
Rartoletti were
awarded the Crew Chief of the Month Award
for the month of Aumst 1967.

This awsrd is for excellence in mainte-
nance during the month »nd is presented zt,
the monthly Commander's C2ll. The awsrd
was presented by Tt Col Owens, Sguadron
Commander of the 535th Tactica]l Airlift
Scuadron.

This awerd is vresented te the tor chief
and his sssistants, bssed on such fractors
as m=intenance shorts, forms errors, flight

crew evalurtions, house-keeping, number of
days operationally ready and ground safety.

“Goov EVASIioN TECHNIQUE ,CAPT
SEVEN ~ JUST ONE SMALL COMMENT,

536ru TAS LONELY
AT TOP OF HEAP

With the pride of a confident front run-
ner, the 536th Tactical Airlift Scusdron =t
VTung T=u, has issued a challenge to »11
183rd Scusdrons,

The 536hth has carried more tonn2ge in the
past six months =2nd more passengers in the
past three months than =2nv of the other
scuadrons.,

Riding "on top of the heap" for = long
reriod cen be lonely without a» little com-
retition, thus the chsllenge. They s=y
they can't be topped, but would welcome the
competition.

Lt Col Harold J. Zweifel, 536th Commsnder,
says "The secret to our success is profes-

sional and dedicated z2irerews delverine +he



